Lesson Plan A

Title

Introduction to J.D. Salinger and The Catcher in the Rye.
Time
This lesson should take place in a computer lab during a standard 50 minute session.  
Setting

This lesson is designed for a standard level, freshmen English class.  The class consists of 20 students, 10 and 10 female.  Of the 20 Students there are: 7 white, 9 African-American, 2 Asian-American, and 2 Latino(a).  There are three students with special needs.  Two have ADHD, and the other has progressive hearing loss.  There are also two ESL students, one of which is bilingual, speaking Spanish and English, and the other is an Asian American student who has trouble with English.

Objectives

· Students will gain an understanding of the background information of both the novel and the author through a PowerPoint presentation and be better prepared to begin the novel the following day in class.
· Students will be able to use technology to find out what life was like during the late 1940's and early 1950's.
· Students will be able to use the information they've gathered to write a journal entry about their findings.
Background

The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the students to The Catcher in the Rye and its author, J.D. Salinger.  While the PowerPoint presentation should provide them with a brief overview of both, the in class activity is designed to get them thinking about what life was like during the setting of the novel.  This will help them see things from the protagonist's perspective while they read.
Materials

· 20 chairs
· 20 working computers
· Working Internet connections
· Computer projector and projection screen
· PowerPoint Slides
Preparation

It's obviously important that the computer lab is reserved for this class and that there are working internet connections and enough computers for everyone.  It's also important that there is a projector that is connected to the computer so that they PowerPoint presentation can be showed to the class on the projection screen.

Procedure

· Begin class with the PowerPoint presentation on J.D. Salinger and The Catcher in the Rye. (5 minutes)
· Introduce the activity they will be doing during the class period. (5 minutes)

· Have students to research on the internet guided by questions on the PowerPoint slide. (30-35 minutes)

· Introduce the class to the concept and purpose of a Word Wall and Journal entries.  Assign students their first journal entry for homework. (5 minutes)

· Any remaining time can be used to discuss interesting facts or pieces of information the students have gathered during the class period.

Discussion Ideas
· What was it like being a teenager in 1949?
· Holden's use of language is very distinct in the novel-- is this the way most teenagers spoke at the time?
· How did they dress?  
· What did they like to listen to?  
· What was the median income?  
· What was the median income for people like Holden's parents?
· Why did this book have such an impact on Americans of the 20th century and today? 
· How did teenagers react to the book when it was first published?  
· Why was the book banned?
Bilingual/ESL and Dialect Accommodations

For my ESL students I could offer them a different form of the assignment if they would prefer it.  Since the novel is published in several different languages, I could have them do research on how the book was received in other countries and societies.  I don't know how much information would be available on this topic, but it could be an interesting learning opportunity.  I could also look for websites that can be translated into their native languages for them to look at in order to complete the regular assignment.
Special Education Accommodations

For my two students with ADHD, I can have them placed near the front of the room to keep them in close proximity to help them stay on track.  I also could have one of them work on the main computer that's displayed on the projection screen.  Since whatever they were looking at on the internet would be displayed, I could constantly be watching them, making sure they weren't getting off track.  For my student with progressive hearing loss I could have her sit near the front of the room to help her hear better, and I could provide her with more detailed written forms of my lecture and assignment directions.       
Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will be both informal and formal.  The informal assessment will be accomplished by walking around the room and seeing how the students are working on the assignment.  The formal assessment would be accomplished by looking at their journal entries that were assigned for homework.  I would probably use a check plus, check, and check minus system since there wasn't a rubric and because they had the opportunity to write about whatever they wanted, which could produce a variety of journal responses.  Reading this journals would give me a good sense of how well they understand the history of the novel and the time period it is set it.
Extension Ideas

· I think it would be very interesting to expand on this in class assignment and turn it into a multiple day webquest activity.  This would be a great way to get kids familiar with the novel and the author. 
· I think it'd also be possible to make this a group project that they present after a few days of working on it.  There's so much information that can be found on these topics that students could create some pretty interesting visuals and reports.
Source of Activity

CI 403
Resources and References

Some of the information from my PowerPoint came from a presentation at Wiziq.com
· http://www.wiziq.com/educational-tutorials/presentation/7916-Murdoch-Powerpoint-The-Catcher-in-the-Rye
Illinois State English Language Arts Goal(s) and Learning Standards

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

1.C.4c – Interpret, evaluate, and apply information from a variety of sources to other situations. – By researching what life was like during the 1940's and 50's, students can compare what there life is like today with what life was like back then, and apply it to their reading of the novel.

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras, and ideas.
2.B.4b – Analyze form, content, purpose and major themes of American literature and literature of other countries in their historical perspectives. – By researching the historical aspects of the novel students can begin to analyze the content, purpose, and major themes of the novel based on their findings.
State Goal 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.
5.B.4a – Choose and evaluate primary and secondary sources for a variety of purposes. – Students will need to learn how to search for, select, and evaluate a variety of online sources to complete their assignments.  
Reflection

I think this lesson is a really nice way to get gets acquainted with and prepared for The Catcher in the Rye.  My only concern is that there isn't enough time slotted to do thorough and sufficient research.  I'd like to turn this into a group project rather than a one day lesson because I think students would find it interesting, and it's a nice way to incorporate history into the novel and try and connect it to their lives.  I could have created more time for them to do research by not doing a PowerPoint presentation, but I think a general introduction was necessary to get them settled in and focused on what they were going to do.  A possible accommodation I could make would be to just create a handout of all of the slides and directions for them day, give that to them when they walk into class, and let them work the entire period while I walked around and answered questions anyone had.  Overall though, I think this lesson would be both feasible and effective for a 9th grade English class. 
