Lesson Plan A

Title

Discussion of Chapter’s 21 and 22 of The Catcher in the Rye.
Time
This lesson should take place in a classroom during a standard 50 minute session.  
Setting

This lesson is designed for a standard level, freshmen English class.  The class consists of 20 students, 10 and 10 female.  Of the 20 Students there are: 7 Caucasian, 9 African-American, 2 Asian-American, and 2 Latino(a).  There are three students with special needs.  Two have ADHD, and the other has progressive hearing loss.  There are also two ESL students, one of which is bilingual, speaking Spanish and English, and the other is an Asian American student who has trouble with English.

Objectives

· Students will demonstrate that they have completed their assigned reading homework and comprehend the material by taking a quiz at the start of class.
· Students will be able to discuss the importance and relevance of the novel's title by reading and analyzing Robert Burns' poem Comin' Thro the Rye. 
· Students will be able to identify and explain the important parts of these two chapters through small group work.
Background

The purpose of this lesson is to get the students focused on the important aspects of chapters 21 and 22, in particular the reference to the novel's title.  The quiz at the beginning of the lesson is designed for checking to make sure that the students are keeping up with their reading and that they're understanding the material.  To discuss the importance of both chapters, and Robert Burns' poem in connection with the novel, the students will work in small groups to answer questions provided on a handout.  Their discussions should focus on the title of the novel, Holden's perceptions of childhood and adulthood, Holden's fondness of his sister Phoebe, and the stories Holden tells us about some of his experiences at Pencey.  A whole class discussion will follow the small group work, and will be driven by the contributions of the small groups.    
Materials

· 20 desks and chairs
· Chalkboard and chalk
· 20 handouts of discussion questions 
· 20 quizzes
· 20 copies of Robert Burns' poem 
· 20 red pens
Preparation

In order to prepare for this lesson it's a good idea to do some research on Burns' poem and how it relates to the novel so that you can help facilitate discussion if the students can't make the connections by themselves.  It is also a good idea to check online websites like "sparknotes" to make sure most of the quiz questions cannot be answered by someone who used a resource like that instead of reading the novel.  It would also be beneficial to have assigned groups for the students so that they can be divided up in a way that his conducive to learning.
Procedure

· Begin class with a 10 question quiz based on the previous night’s reading assignment. (5 minutes)
· Hand out red pens and have the students trade papers and grade each other's quizzes using the pens. (5 minutes)
· Collect the graded quizzes. (1 minute)

· Divide class into 5 heterogeneous groups of 4 based on ability and provide each student with the day's handouts. (1 minute)
· Have students designate roles within their groups.  One student is the spokesperson, one student is the scribe, and the other two students are responsible for using the text to help the group find evidence for their conclusions. (1 minute)

· Have students work together in groups to answer the questions through discussion and referring back to the text. (10-15 minutes) 

· Conduct a whole class discussion using each group's findings to drive the discussion. (10-15 minutes)
· Reread Burns' poem as a class and explicate it as a class.  Connect the poem to its reference in the novel during chapter 22, and to the novel as a whole. (5 – 10 minutes)
· Use any remaining time to begin reading the night's assigned reading.

Discussion Ideas

· How do Holden's descriptions, thoughts, and feelings about his sister Phoebe reflect his view of childhood and innocence?  Use the text as evidence.
· Why does Holden get depressed when the old guy at Pencey tells him that his days there were the happiest of his life?

· In chapter 22 Phoebe tells Holden, "You don't like anything that's happening."  Why is this significant and what does it tell us about Holden?  About Phoebe?

· When Phoebe asks Holden to tell her one thing that he likes a lot, why does he get sidetracked by thinking about James Castle?  Why does he claim that he didn't really know him?  

· How does Holden's discussion about bullying connect to the short story we read "The Sidewalk is Bleeding?"

· Why does Holden want to be the catcher in the rye?  What does this mean?

· How does Robert Burns' poem connect to the novel and/or to Holden?  What is Burns' poem about?  Why is it significant?
Bilingual/ESL and Dialect Accommodations

For my bilingual ESL student I can provide a translation of the Burns poem and, if he's comfortable doing so, have him share the difference in meaning between the English and Spanish versions.  Perhaps this could shed some light on the message and significance of the poem for the entire class.  For my Asian American ESL student, I can assign him to a group where he can perform the task that he desires and feels most comfortable with.  Also, just like my bilingual student, I provide him with a translation of the poem in his native language.  The following website provides several language translations of the poem.  

http://www.bryantmcgill.com/World_Poetry/~R/Robert_Burns/Robert_Burns_Coming_Through_The_Rye.html  
Special Education Accommodations

For my two students with ADHD, I can place them in separate groups so they don't encourage each other to get off task.  I could also provide them with a copy of the day’s lesson plan so that they know what is expected of them throughout the class period.  I could assign them as the scribe of their respective groups so they aren't tempted to get off task.  For my student with progressive hearing loss I can have her sit near the front of the room so she is able to hear directions to the best of her ability.  I can also provide her with a copy of the lesson plan and the directions for each activity so she always has something to refer to if she fails to hear something during the class period.  I can also provide her with an outline of notes from the class discussion so she can refer to them to study in case she missed something during the class discussion.
Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will be both formal and informal.  The formal assessment will take place by grading the quizzes they take at the beginning of class.  By observing how well they did, I'll be able to get a good sense of how many of them are keeping up with the readings and/or comprehending the readings.  The quiz will be worth 10 points.  The informal assessment can be accomplished by walking around the room and listening to each group's discussion.  Based on their discussions I'll be able to tell what areas of the text they understand and which areas they might need more direction in during the whole class discussion.   
Extension Ideas

· Since the poem is also a song, I could find a recording of the song and play it for the class, using that as a source for discussion.
· I think the connection of the poem to the novel is also an interesting paper topic, and could be considered for an essay on an upcoming paper assignment or exam.
Source of Activity

I’d like to thank Ashley Hildebrandt and Maya Radovanovic for helping me decide the key themes and aspects of the reading I should focus the lesson on. 
Resources and References

http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/rburns/bl-rburns-comingrye.htm
http://www.bryantmcgill.com/World_Poetry/~R/Robert_Burns/Robert_Burns_Coming_Through_The_Rye.html  
Illinois State English Language Arts Goal(s) and Learning Standards

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

1B.4c – Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy. – In order to be successful on the quiz students will have to demonstrate their ability to read with fluency and accuracy.
State Goal 4: Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations..

4.B.4b – Use group discussion skills to assume leadership and participant roles within an assigned project or to reach a group goal. – Students will need to decide amongst themselves who will take on which roles within their groups.  In order to be able to complete the discussion questions and be prepared to share their findings with the class, they will need to work well collectively. 
State Goal 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.
5.B.4a – Choose and evaluate primary and secondary sources for a variety of puroses. – Students will have to use Robert Burns Poem and "The Sidewalk is Bleeding" to answer some of the discussion questions and gain a better understanding of the novel and its many aspects. 
Reflection

Given some of the difficult concepts that are found in these two chapters, I thought a discussion based lesson with some group work was the best way to approach it.  By having the students bounce ideas off of one another, you could get some very productive dialogue going within the groups leading into the whole class discussion.  One thing I might consider doing differently is playing the song version of the poem, just to give the students a feel for something different, rather than strictly analyzing textual versions of several sources.  The only thing that worries me about this lesson is students getting stuck on the discussion question that deals with the poem and its connection to the novel.  I think a lot of students might have trouble with this question, so an option for revising this lesson could be to take that question off of the handout and just discuss it as a class after their group work.  Overall though, I think this is a very feasible and effective lesson plan for the designated chapters in the novel.
Discussion Questions for chapters 21 and 22 of The Catcher in the Rye
1. How do Holden's descriptions, thoughts, and feelings about his sister Phoebe reflect his view of childhood and innocence?  Use the text as evidence.

2. Why does Holden get depressed when the old guy at Pencey tells him that his days there were the happiest of his life?

3. In chapter 22 Phoebe tells Holden, "You don't like anything that's happening."  Why is this significant and what does it tell us about Holden?  About Phoebe?

4. When Phoebe asks Holden to tell her one thing that he likes a lot, why does he get sidetracked by thinking about James Castle?  Why does he claim that he didn't really know him?  

5. How does Holden's discussion about bullying connect to the short story we read "The Sidewalk is Bleeding?"

6. Why does Holden want to be the catcher in the rye?  What does this mean?

7. How does Robert Burns' poem connect to the novel and/or to Holden?  What is Burns' poem about?  Why is it significant?

The Catcher in the Rye Quiz on Chapters 21 and 22 (10 points)

1.  After successfully sneaking into his family's apartment, what does Holden realize when he goes into Phoebe's room? 

2.  What "kills" Holden when he opens up Phoebe's arithmetic book? 

3.  Why might D.B. not be coming home for Christmas?

4.  What does Phoebe figure out about Holden all by herself?

5.  At Pencey, why does an old man ask Holden if he can use the bathroom? 

6.  What two things come to Holden's mind when Phoebe asks him what he likes? (2 points)

7.  What is the one thing Holden would really like to be?

8.  What does Holden lend to James Castle, his classmate at Pencey who died jumping out of a window?

9.  Who does Holden call at the end of Chapter 22?

Comin' Thro the Rye 

by: Robert Burns

Coming thro' the rye, poor body,
Coming thro' the rye,
She draiglet a' her petticoatie
Coming thro' the rye.

O, Jenny's a' wat, poor body;
Jenny's seldom dry;
She draiglet a' her petticoatie
Coming thro' the rye.

Gin a body meet a body
Coming thro' the rye,
Gin a body kiss a body - 
Need a body cry?

Gin a body meet a body
Coming thro' the glen,
Gin a body kiss a body - 
Need the warld ken? 
