Lesson Plan A

Title

How to write a conclusion.
Time
This lesson should take place in a computer lab during a standard 50 minute session.  
Setting

This lesson is designed for a standard level, freshmen English class.  The class consists of 20 students, 10 and 10 female.  Of the 20 Students there are: 7 white, 9 African-American, 2 Asian-American, and 2 Latino(a).  There are three students with special needs.  Two have ADHD, and the other has progressive hearing loss.  There are also two ESL students, one of which is bilingual, speaking Spanish and English, and the other is an Asian American student who has trouble with English.

Objectives

· Students will understand what the key elements of a conclusion are through discussion and practice. 
· Students will be able to write effective, well constructed conclusions with the help of other classmates.
Background

The purpose of this lesson is to get the students to understand what an effective conclusion contains, and then be able to apply that knowledge to their own work and the work of their classmates.  To make sure they are all comfortable with writing conclusions, this lesson provides them with the opportunity to voice any concerns about things they are confused about or don't understand with their classmates and with the teacher.     
Materials

· 20 chairs
· 20 working computers  
· Overhead projector and projection screen
· Transparencies and Sharpies
· Chalkboard and chalk
Preparation

It's important that students are aware of the purpose of this lesson well in advance of it taking place so they can come to class with any questions or concerns they have, and that they're ready to work on their own conclusions for their paper.  
Procedure

· Begin class by introducing the purpose of the day's class period and allow students to ask any questions they have about the paper. (5 minutes)
· Divide the class into 5 heterogeneous groups of 4 based on writing ability and give each group a transparency and a sharpie. (1 minute)

· Have students brainstorm amongst their groups what the key elements of an effective conclusion are, writing them down on the transparency.  Each group should designate a spokesperson and a writer.  (5 minutes)

· Have each group present their findings to the class on the overhead projector, while one of the students copies each group's contributions onto the chalkboard.  (5-10 minutes)

· After all groups have presented, conduct a discussion about what makes for an effective conclusion, focusing on elements that have been repeated by several groups. (5-10 minutes)

· Use the remainder of the time to have students work on their papers, using their group members to help them with any problems.  The teacher will walk around and help students on an individual basis.    

Discussion Ideas

· What is the overall purpose of the conclusion of a paper?

· What makes for an effective/lousy conclusion?

· What specific elements should a successful conclusion contain?

· What other parts of your paper should you read over before writing the conclusion? 
Bilingual/ESL and Dialect Accommodations

For both of my ESL students I can encourage them to incorporate their native languages into their papers, as well as their struggles or concerns with the learning process they have gone through to be able to use English.  Language is a big part of their identities and I think this paper is a great opportunity for them to explore that.  While the bilingual student shouldn't have too much difficulty writing the paper, my Asian American student will have some troubles; therefore, I can spend some class time working with him on a one on one level while the students are working on their papers.  I can also offer him the opportunity to meet me before or after school to help him with any problems he may be having.      
Special Education Accommodations

For my two students with ADHD, I can place them in separate groups so they don't encourage each other to get off task.  I can also designate them for certain roles in their group to keep them focused.  One of them can also write each group's findings on the chalkboard.  For my student with progressive hearing loss I can have her sit in the front of the computer lab so she is able to hear directions and discussions to the best of her ability.     
Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will be primarily informal.  I'll be able to get a good sense of what the students know about writing conclusions through their group work and presentations to the class.  If they seem to be struggling and overlook key components, I would have to spend more the class time lecturing and providing them with what their conclusions should entail and, if necessary, create a handout for them the following day so that they have that information over the weekend while they finalize their papers.  I'll also be able to do informal assessments by walking around and observing how the student's papers are progressing and how hard they are working on them with each other.

Extension Ideas

· Another idea could be to offer students extra credit if they bring in their conclusions for the paper to class that day.  Not only would this encourage them to get ahead on their papers, but it would also provide the opportunity to look them over as a class on the overhead projector and use them as examples to look at.  This gives the students more examples to look at, and provides the student who brought his/her conclusion is an opportunity to have their conclusion edited by the class.

· One idea I thought of doing was bringing in 5 papers that are missing conclusions and have each group write the conclusion for the paper.  To do this however, I would need past student's papers to use as examples, since these papers are relatively unique. 
Source of Activity

CI 403
Resources and References

Discussion with my unit group helped me formulate this lesson and what it should focus on. 

Illinois State English Language Arts Goal(s) and Learning Standards

State Goal 3: Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

3.B.4a – Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity on focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. – Each group needs to create an overhead that is designed to communicate their key ideas in an effective and concise manner.
3.B.4c – Evaluate written work for its effectiveness and make recommendations for its improvement. – Students will help each other during the writing process by reading over each others conclusions and offering advice for how to improve them.
State Goal 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.
5.C.4a – Plan, compose, edit and revise information for presentations to an audience. – The groups need to create an overhead that conveys their collective ideas of what makes up an effective conclusion to present it to their fellow classmates. 
Reflection

I think this lesson is a good way for students to comprehend what goes into a paper's conclusion because they are, in a sense, the driving force behind the lesson itself.  They are the ones that are collectively coming up with how to write an effective conclusion, and I think that can be an important aspect to a lesson like this.  Instead of having me stand up in the front of the room and lecture to them about what they need to do, they're learning on their own with the teacher as a guide.  I think more could have been done with this lesson if I had prior student's work to use as examples, but since this is a pretty unique assignment, and I haven't had a class before, I didn't have this material.  Overall though, I think this is a simple and effective way for students to learn how to write conclusions and then have time to practice it.  
