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TITLE

Descriptive Language- The Use of Imagery

TIME

This lesson will be taught over a 50 minute period.

SETTING

Room 201

This lesson is taught to a moderate level Literature class consisting of twenty freshmen.  There are nine African American students, seven Caucasian students, two Latino/a students and one Asian American student.  The class also consists of two ESL students.  One student is bilingual, speaking both Spanish and English and the other student speaks Chinese and struggles with the English language.  There are also three students with special needs.  Two students have ADHD and the other student has progressive hearing loss. 

OBJECTIVES


Students will reflect on the idea of imagery through examples used from The Catcher in the Rye.
Students will take simple sentences and construct new sentences by implementing imagery and descriptive language within them.

Students will write their own descriptive paragraph by describing a person in their life. 

BACKGROUND

Prior to this lesson, the students have started reading the novel, The Catcher in the Rye.  They have currently read up to page 46.  We have discussed the many different themes that have been implemented so far within the text, such as relationships with people, violence, sexuality, and impact of death.  Yesterday, the students were told to come to class today with a name of a person in their life.  They were to also write down characteristics of the person, physical or emotional, in bullet point form.  These will be used in the activity for today.   

This lesson is a lesson on descriptive language and imagery. Holden Caulfield goes out of his way to describe people and things around him; therefore there are tons of examples of imagery within the novel.  Holden is asked by Stradlater to do a homework assignment, which is to describe something descriptively.  The students will read Holden’s answer to the assignment the next day.  This way they are able to practice their own writing skills using imagery and descriptive language before reading Holden’s. 

MATERIALS

The Catcher in the Rye book

The PowerPoint presentation on imagery

Technology equipment needed for PowerPoint

PREPARATION

In order to prepare for this lesson, I have created a PowerPoint presentation that will teach the students about imagery.  I have used examples from the novel and also included their group activities on it as well.  I will need to make sure that the technology equipment that I need to show this PowerPoint is in my room and is working properly.  

PROCEDURE
Attendance (I Minute)

“What is Imagery?” (15 Minutes)

· Using the Power Point presentation put the first slide on the screen.

· Ask the students what the difference is between the two statements.

· Write their responses on the board.

· Tell them that all their responses correlate with the idea of imagery.  Explain in detail what imagery is and descriptive language.  Use the first two sentences as examples.

· Go through the next three slides, which each contain examples from the novel The Catcher in the Rye.  Point out the words that are in yellow and italicized.  Ask the students how these words help to create a picture in their heads as they are reading. 
Applying Imagery Activity and Discussion (13 Minutes)

· Continue to the next slide, which provides three simple sentences.

· Divide the class into six groups.  Give one of these sentences to each group. 
· Tell the students to rework this sentence using the concept of imagery and descriptive language in order to create a picture.

· Have the students share their sentences when they are done.

· Discuss what types of things they used and why?  What word choices did they implement?  How did the sentence change?  
Descriptive Writing (20 Minutes)

· Ask the students to get out their homework that they had last night.
· Continue onto the next slide, which contains directions to the writing activity they will be doing in class.

· Tell the students that they are to use the person that they chose for their homework, and write a descriptive paragraph describing that person.  They should have provided physical/emotional bullet point characteristics about this person for the homework assignment, which they can use to help describe them in the paragraph.

· What does this person look like?  What do they sound like?  Act like?  What images come to mind when you think of this person?

· Tell the students they will have the next twenty minutes of class time to get started.  All paragraphs need to be turned in by the end of the class period.  If they finish early, they can start the assigned reading that is for homework.    
Wrap Up (1 Minute)

· Remind students that for homework they are to read pages 46-66.  
· Tell them that there will be a quick write given tomorrow, so make sure to read it.  
DISCUSSION IDEAS

During this lesson, the following questions were used for discussion.

What is the difference between sentence one and sentence two?

What makes sentence two better to read?

What do you think imagery is?

What different things help to make imagery successful within novels?

How does imagery help to make a novel more interesting to read?

What kinds of words/structures did you use to make these sentences better?

How do you think it helped to create a picture in the reader’s mind?

BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS
As one accommodation for my two ESL students I chose to put the examples of imagery from the novel, on the PowerPoint presentation.  I changed the descriptive words and phrases into yellow font, in order for these words to stick out for them.  I want them to be able to grasp the concept of imagery and I felt by pulling out these sentences from the other text and using bigger font, they are able to follow along better instead of reading it from the book, with a bunch of other text.


I will also be sure to offer extra assistance on the descriptive paragraphs during class and after.  If they need it, I will also provide them a time extension on it.  Instead of it being due at the end of class, they could turn it in the next day.  I will also not be looking at spelling, sentence structure or grammar when I am assessing their paragraphs.  I will strictly be assessing whether they used descriptive language effectively.  This was the goal of the lesson, not grammar.  
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS
For my two students with ADHD, I refrained from using a strictly lecture instructional approach when teaching about the idea of imagery.  I wanted some activity to be involved within the lesson in order for them to stay engaged in learning, so I incorporated little activities during the PowerPoint presentation.  Instead of showing the examples, straight from the text, I thought that a PowerPoint would be more interesting and keep them more involved.  


They are also able to use their “cool off pass” whenever they feel that they need to take a break.  I tried to seat them in the front, near the presentation, so there would be fewer distractions. 


In order to accommodate my student with progressive hearing loss, I colored the sensory words that we discuss from each example in yellow and italicize them as well.  This enables her to be able to see the words that we are discussing as her interpreter explains what her peers are saying around her.  


During the first slide, when I ask the students what the difference is between the two statements, I make sure to write down their responses on the board.  This makes it easier for her to be able to not only get their responses through the interpreter, but see the responses on the board as well.      
ASSESSMENT
Within this lesson, I will be informally assessing my students’ knowledge on the idea of imagery.  During the PowerPoint presentation, I listen to their responses to the differences of the sentences and try to assess what their prior knowledge of imagery is.  After I explain the concept, I assess if they comprehended it when they are asked to apply it within the three simple sentences on the slide.  During the sharing of the sentences, I am looking to see how much description they used to change the sentences and if they used it effectively.


I also am assessing them formally through the descriptive paragraphs that they write on a person in their life.  These paragraphs are worth a total of ten points.  They get five points for simply completing the in-class assignment.  For the other five points, I will be assessing whether their descriptions help to create a picture in my head.  I will go through the paragraph circling sensory words and phrases that they have used to help create this picture.      

EXTENSION IDEAS
· Provide students with a picture and ask them to use language to describe it.
· Have the students describe a person in class.  Try to have the rest of the students guess who they are describing.

· Pick out a passage from the text and have the students circle all the descriptive words/ sentences within the passage.  Discuss their findings.  
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

Although most of this lesson and its activities were created by Ashley Hildebrandt, I would like to also thank Maya Radovanovic and Jason Ziols for supplying the initial idea to create a lesson on descriptive language. 

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Salinger, J.D. Catcher in the Rye. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1991.  
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1.C.4E- Analyze how authors and illustrators use text and art to express and emphasize their ideas (e.g. imagery, multiple points of view)-
During the “What is Imagery” activity the students are expected to look at two different statements and reflect on the differences, one of those statements being from The Catcher in the Rye.  Once the students learned about the concept of imagery, they look through other examples of the novel, and analyze the author’s use of sensory words and descriptive language.  They discuss how the author uses this language to paint pictures in a reader’s mind.     

2.A.4a- Analyze and evaluate the effective use of literary techniques (e.g. figurative language, allusion, dialogue, description, symbolism, word choice, dialect) in classic and contemporary literature representing a variety of forms and media-
During the “Applying Imagery and Discussion” activity, the students take simple sentences and change them by adding in descriptive language.  Through this activity, they learn the effective use of literary technique by comparing the differences between the simple sentences they started off with to the final products they ended up with.  They learn how an author uses descriptive language to explain in greater detail different, objects, people and places within their writing.

3.B.4a- Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence-
During the writing activity, the students are assigned to write a paragraph describing an individual in their life.  They are expected to use descriptive language and imagery in order to effectively create a picture of this person in the reader’s mind.  Along with appropriate elaboration, their writing should be clear, organized and supplying overall coherence.      
3.B.4c- Evaluate written work for its effectiveness and make recommendations for its improvement- 
During the “Applying Imagery and Discussion” activity, the students read the simple sentences on the slide and analyze their level of effectiveness.  After realizing they were not descriptive, they were assigned in groups to change and make improvements to the sentences.  Their goal is to incorporate more imagery and descriptive language in each sentence in order to create vivid images.      
REFLECTION 
The planning for this lesson went well.  I decided to use the PowerPoint presentation to explain the concept of imagery because I felt that it was beneficial for all the students to see examples from the text in bigger text with sensory words highlighted.  I think that by showing not only examples in general but from the text, The Catcher in the Rye was another beneficial instructional approach.  Students will not only try to improve their own descriptive writing but they will also start to recognize it while they continue reading the rest of the novel.   

I also liked how I have the students practice the writing technique of imagery at first in groups.  I supplied them with simple sentences to work on amongst their peers.  I also think it was imperative to have more than one group working on the same sentence.  This enabled the students to see different descriptive examples of the same simple sentence.  Once students got to practice descriptive language and hear many examples, they then get to work on it on their own.  I also liked how they already came to class prepared with a person to write about, due to their homework assignment given the previous night.  


The only thing that I might add in for next time is one of my extension ideas.  I really liked the idea of supplying the students with a picture on the overhead, at the beginning of class, and then asking them to describe it.  This approach is actually teaching imagery from a different perspective.  Using the picture first and then developing the language to describe it.  It is another great activity to get the student to start thinking about different language to use to describe people, places and things.   
