Lesson Plan A

Title

The House on Mango Street: Responding to the final sections.

Time
This lesson should take place during a standard 50 minute classroom session

Setting

This lesson is designed for a standard level, freshmen English class.  The class consists of 20 students, 10 and 10 female.  Of the 20 Students there are: 7 white, 9 African-American, 2 Asian-American, and 2 Latino(a).  There are three students with special needs.  Two have ADHD, and the other has progressive hearing loss.  There are also two ESL students, one of which is bilingual, speaking Spanish and English, and the other is an Asian American student who has trouble with English.
Objectives
· Students will reflect on how reading this story has changed and/or affected them through writing activities.
· Students will discuss the significant character development and thematic issues in the final four sections of the novel in pairs and as a class, being guided by discussion questions.
· Students will make educated predictions about what will happen to Esperanza based on their understanding of her character and the novel as a whole through discussion and writing.  
Background

The goal of this lesson is to get the students thinking about and discussing how the novel wraps up, what has developed in these last four sections, and what might happen if we were able to keep reading.  To get them thinking, this lesson provides them with a variety of ways to communicate their thoughts on the novel through an opening quick write, which is followed by discussion based activities that are guided by discussion questions.

Materials

· 20 desks and chairs
· Chalkboard and chalk
· Extra copies of the novel (for those who may have forgot)
· Paper and pencils
· Handout of discussion questions on the final four sections 

Preparation

It's important to try and have the question that the lesson's opening quick write is based on written on the chalkboard before the students come into the classroom.  This will enable students to begin working as soon as they sit down, enabling bell-to-bell teaching.  It might also be a good idea to have partners selected for the pair work incase productive combinations aren't available based on the seating arrangements, but this can be solved by having a seating chart.

Procedure

· Begin class with a quick write activity. (5 minutes)

· Have a brief discussion on what the students thought of the novel's conclusion. (5 minutes)
· Have students pair off, if someone is absent a group of three can be used.
· Provide each pair of students with a copy of the discussion questions handout and have each pair discuss and answer the questions. (10 minutes)

· Come together as a whole group and have a class discussion guided by, but not restricted to, the discussion questions. (10-15 minutes) 

· Have students take out a sheet of paper and a pencil, and ask them to write a solid paragraph on what they think will happen to Esperanza in the future based on what they have gathered and learned about her character throughout the novel. (5-10 minutes)
· Have a whole group discussion on what they think would happen initiated by volunteers willing to share what they wrote. (5-10 minutes)

· Collect their free writes at the end of class.

Discussion Ideas

· Quick Write: After reading the final four sections, reflect on how this novel and/or the protagonist Esperanza has affected you.  Do you believe that you have changed in some way from reading this novel?  How and why?  
Discussion Questions on the handout: 

· Both the aunt and Alicia tell Esperanza that she needs to come back.  Why should Esperanza come back?

· Both the aunt and Alicia tell Esperanza that she is, and forever will be, Mango Street.  Why do they tell Esperanza this?  What does it mean?

· In "Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes," Esperanza mentions her paper and writing.  How does writing connect with the quotes on pages 105 and 107?

· How does Esperanza describe the funeral seen?  How does she feel about it?

· What did you make of the end of the novel?  How does Esperanza change?

· This book has a distinct narrative structure. What effect did this structure have on you? Did it enhance or detract from the book? Explain. 
Bilingual/ESL and Dialect Accommodations

For my bilingual student I can provide a text of the novel in Spanish if that's what he prefers and feels more comfortable with.  For both of the ESL students I can have the handouts translated into their native language to help them understand the questions that are being asked. 
Special Education Accommodations
For my two students with ADHD, I can have them seated close to the front of the room so I'm constantly in close proximity with them to make sure they are on task.  I can also pair them with students who aren't easily distracted and can help them stay on track.  For my student with progressive hearing loss I can also have her sit as close to the front of the room so she can hear to the best of her ability.  I can also make sure she understands the directions I give orally by either writing them down or repeating them again for her so she understands.  
Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will be primarily informal.  Through the large group discussions I should be able to get a good feel for how well the students are understanding the material and what areas may need some additional attention.  I can get a sense of how the students are doing on an individual level by reading over their free writes and quick writes.  While I won't assign a grade to them, I can still identify which students aren't keeping up in the class and what areas some of them may be struggling in.    
Extension Ideas

· In connection with their prediction free write, you could have the students write their own additional chapter(s) to the novel, focusing on what might happen in the future.

· Connecting with the section, "A House of My Own," you could have students draw and write about what their house would look like and what it would contain. 
Source of Activity

Discussion with my unit group helped me formulate this lesson and what it should focus on. 

Resources and References

Teachervision.com provided me with some ideas for discussion based questions to use during the lesson.
Illinois State English Language Arts Goal(s) and Learning Standards

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

1.B.5d. – Read age appropriate material with fluency and accuracy. – This relates to the lesson because in order to be able to productively think/write about and actively discuss the end of the novel, and the novel as a whole, student need to be able to accomplish this.

State Goal 3: Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

3.B.4a – Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity on focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. – Both the quick write and the freewrite during class give students the opportunity to practice writing to communicate for a variety of purposes.
State Goal 4: Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.

4.A.4a. – Apply listening skills as individuals and members of a group in a variety of settings. – A lot of this lesson revolves around small and large group discussions.  Students need to be attentive and active listeners in order to be successful during this lesson.
Reflection

I think this lesson does a nice job wrapping up the novel through the writing opportunities and discussions.  What's nice about the way we divided up the novel is that many of the homework assignments are very minimal amounts of reading, which makes it easier for kids to use the text during class to help them find evidence for their thoughts and opinions.  One thing I was a bit unsure of and might need to change depending on how well the lesson went is having two writing activities during class.  I thought going from writing, to discussion, to writing, and the ending with discussion would help keep kids from getting bored with a particular activity, but I can see where some times it might encourage kids to get off task because of the transitions from discussion to writing.  Overall though, I think this is a very reasonable lesson to conduct at the end of this novel.
