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Lesson Plan A- Name, Hair and Gender Station Learning 

TITLE
Name, Hair, and Gender Station Learning 

TIME

This lesson will be given over a 50 minute period.

SETTING

Room 201

This lesson is taught to a moderate level Literature class consisting of twenty freshmen.  There are nine African American students, seven Caucasian students, two Latino/a students and one Asian American student.  The class also consists of two ESL students.  One student is bilingual, speaking both Spanish and English and the other student speaks Chinese and struggles with the English language.  There are also three students with special needs.  Two students have ADHD and the other student has progressive hearing loss.
OBJECTIVES

Students will discuss and share their journals that they wrote for homework the previous night.

Students will analyze and complete a worksheet on the poem “My Hair” in one of the stations set up in the classroom.

Students will construct their own version of “The Girl” poem coming from the perspective of Esperanza in one of the stations in the classroom.

Students will research information on their name and create a personal poem, using the letters of their name in one of the stations set up in the classroom. 

BACKGROUND

The students just began to read the novel, The House on Mango Street.  Last class, we read together pages 1-26.  Within these pages Esperanza stresses on the importance of names, gender, and hair.  She implies that these are all important features that help to make a person who they are.  Within this lesson, I wanted to focus on these different aspects.  Each station, involves a poem of some sort along with an accompanying activity to help get the students to start thinking about how hair, gender, and one’s name, can help to make up a person’s identity.  

MATERIALS

The book The House on Mango Street
The poem “The Girl” along with accompanying handout for activity (Handouts needed) 

The poem “My Hair” along with accompanying handout for activity (Handouts needed)

Handout for the name activity

Books about names and their origin (Check out from the library)
Laptops (Check out form computer lab) 

PREPARATION

In order to prepare for this lesson, I will make sure to make handouts of both poems and the accompanying handouts for each activity.  I also have to make sure to check out books from the library and laptops from the computer lab as well for one of the stations.

PROCEDURE

Attendance (1 Minute)

Journal Discussion (5 Minutes)

· Ask students to get out there journals they wrote for their homework assignment.
· Ask for volunteers to share what they wrote.

· Discuss the different aspects of names, hair and gender that Esperanza talks about in the pages they read.  How does Esperanza describe these things in regards to herself and her family?  How do these things help to make her who she is as an individual?

Explanation of Station Activities (3 Minutes)
· Tell the students that in order to reflect deeper on these different aspects of identity that Esperanza talks about, they are going to participate in three different station activities.  Give oral directions for each station.  Directions are also on the top of each handout located at the stations.  
· The first station is called the “Name Station.”  In this station, the students are to look up the origin of their name and what it means.  They can either use the lap tops that are located in the station or the different books that are provided there as well.  Since there are only three available lap tops, the students should make use of the books too.  They are then going to take this information and write a vignette, similar to the way Esperanza does in the novel.  They are to describe what their own name means and the importance it holds for them.  The handout at the station supplies more detail for this activity. 
· The second station is called the “Hair Station.”  In the hair station, the students are to read the poem “My Hair” aloud in their group.  They are to then answer the questions on the accompanying handout that is located at the station.

· The third station is called the “Gender Station.”  In this station, the students are to read the poem “The Girl” together in their group.  After reading the poem, they are to individually create a gender poem coming from the perspective of Esperanza.  They are to come up with ideas and responsibilities that she would have in her family for being a girl and write it in a similar format as “The Girl” poem is in.

· Divide the students into three groups.  Tell them that they will have 13 minutes in each station.  When the thirteen minutes is up, I will ring the bell to signal them to change the station.  Located at each station are the directions that I just gave them, in case they need it refreshed in their minds.

· They are to turn in their work they completed at each station at the end of the class period.  Each activity will be worth a total of ten points.  They will get credit for completion and effort.      

· Ask if anyone has any questions.

Station Learning (39 Minutes) 
· Assign each group to a station.

· Have them get started.

· Every thirteen minutes have them switch stations.
Wrap Up (2 Minutes)

· Tell the students to wrap up the last station.
· Remind them to turn in their work that they completed at each station.

· Tell them that for homework they are to read pages 26-46 in The House on Mango Street.
DISCUSSION IDEAS  
During this lesson, the following questions were used for discussion.

· How does Esperanza describe names, hair and gender in regards to herself and her family?
· How do these aspects help to make her who she is as an individual?

· How does the poem “My Hair” relate to Esperanza’s descriptions of different hair?

· What types of gender responsibilities would Esperanza describe having if she wrote a similar poem like “The Girl?”

BILINGUIAL/ ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATION

For the two ESL students in my class, I made sure to not only provide oral directions for each station but to supply directions at the top of each handout as well.  This enables them to read the directions by themselves if they have trouble following my oral directions.  I also provided handouts of the poem for each student, even though they will be reading it as a group.  Seeing the poem will make it easier for them to comprehend as they follow along as it is being read aloud. 

During the “Name Station” I will help them to look up the origin of their name and what it means either using the internet or the books.  Due to one of them not speaking English very well, they may not be able to comprehend what the books or internet is telling them.  I will be able to help them figure it out.  For the “Gender Station” I would encourage the ESL student who speaks Spanish to use Spanish words within his poem.  This poem is supposed to be coming from the perspective of Esperanza and the Spanish language would fit right in.    


I also will supply them with more time to turn in their work for each station.  These stations involve a lot of reading and writing and it could end up being really overwhelming for them.  Giving them extra time to turn in the paper work, will enable them to take their time and turn in their best work.  Although I am not assessing these activities on content but simply on effort and completion, I will still be looking to see the progress that they are making with writing Standard English.   

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

For the two students who have ADHD, I will make sure to use proximity to help them stay on task within each station.  I tried to spread these stations out, in order for them to get some physical activity walking form station to station.  This enables them to stretch and clear their minds while proceeding to the next station.


I will also supply a schedule of the day, in order for them to be able to walk in the classroom and know what is expected of them right away.  They will expect the station learning to take place and none of the components of the lesson will come off as a surprise to them.


They will also have access to their “cool off pass” if they should need it.  This will enable them to get a drink and cool off if they become restless.  If they seem to be having a difficult time staying on task, I will give them a time extension for turning their work in.  They will be able to have more time to work on the different writing activities.


For the short discussion session in the beginning of class, I made sure to write down the responses of the students in order for the student who has progressive hearing loss to see what the students are saying.  Even though she does have an interpreter, I feel that it is also important to supply her with a visual representation of the discussion as well. 


In order to accommodate her within the station learning, I provided handouts at each station with directions at the top.  Each station also has a handout of the different poems for each student.  This enables her to be able to follow along as the interpreter signs the poem, since it will be read aloud by one of her peers.

ASSESSMENT

During the short class discussion, I will be informally assessing whether the students read the assigned chapters within the novel.  I will be listening and writing down their responses to the questions that I pose about hair, gender and names.  I will be assessing whether they picked up on the importance of these aspects that Esperanza talks about within the reading.


The activities that are assigned throughout each station will be collected at the end of class.  Each one will be worth 10 points, making that thirty points for the day.  I will be formally assessing them on completion and effort.  I will be able to assess their effort by seeing how well they followed the directions of the assignment and if each activity was the required length.  These activities are mainly present to get the students to start reflecting on different aspects of identity that Esperanza talked about within The House on Mango Street.   

EXTENSION IDEAS
· Provide the students with more than three stations, incorporating other features that Esperanza has talked about as well.  This will also enable the groups to be smaller.

· Have this lesson be a two day event.  This will give the students more time to work at each station.

· Provide a station with some sort of artistic aspect, enabling them to reflect on the novel in a different way, other than writing.  
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY
This lesson was created by Ashley Hildebrandt, but I would also like to thank Maya Radovanovic and Jason Ziols for helping me to decide on the themes of the lesson and some of the poems.  
RESOURCES AND REFERENCES
http://www.turksheadreview.com/library/texts/kincaid-girl.html
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/my-hair-5/
Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street. New York: Vintage Contemporaries, 1984.
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS

1.B.4b- Analyze, interpret and compare a variety of texts for purpose, structure, content, detail and effect-
In the gender and hair stations, the students will analyze the poem given to them, depicting important detail and literary devices that are used throughout each poem.  They will then compare and contrast these poems to The House on Mango Street.  The hair station provides them with a worksheet to help guide them through this process.  The gender station expects the students to discuss their analysis together and then create a similar poem coming from the perspective of Esperanza.   

1.B.4c- Read age appropriate material with fluency and accuracy-
Within each of the three stations, the students are expected to read age appropriate material to complete each activity.  The gender and hair stations provides them with poems to read and the name station expects them to be able to read information within the books provided for them or off the internet.  

3.B.4a- Produce documents that exhibit a range of writing techniques appropriate to purpose and audience, with clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence-
Within each station, the activities expected of the students involve them creating some type of written document.  Within the hair station, they are expected to answer the questions on the handout that involve writing complete and concise sentences.  In the gender station, the students are to create a poem using a similar format as Jamaica Kincaid did in her poem “Girl.”  In the name station, the students are expected to write a shirt vignette about their own name, similar to the way Esperanza does in The House on Mango Street.   

5.A.3a- Identify appropriate resources to solve problems or answer questions through research-
Within the name station, the students are to research information on their own name.  They are to use the given resources at the station which include the internet provided by laptops checked out from the computer lab and books discussing origins of names that were checked out from the library.  Once this information is obtained about their name, the students are to answer the following questions in a short vignette.

What is the origin of your name?  Where does it come from?

What does your name actually mean?

What does your name mean to you personally? What does it mean to your family?   

REFLECTION
I really enjoyed planning this lesson.  I liked the idea of station learning.  I feel that a lesson like this would definitely keep the students engaged because every thirteen minutes they are doing something different and new.  I decided to incorporate different poems within the stations because I think it is important for students to be able to compare and contrast different types of text.  It will be beneficial for them to be able to compare the authors of those poems to Esperanza herself.  I also liked how the name station was a little bit different, dealing with something more personal for them.  It will really help them to start to think about what makes them who they are.  The best way to consider that question would be to start with one’s name.


In the future I might make this lesson a two day event.  This way the students have more time to spend at each station.  I might even provide the students with more stations, enabling smaller groups to be made.  Even though longer time may be beneficial in the future, I still feel that for this particular lesson there was enough time to complete each activity.  The activities were not that long.  
*Poems and Handouts Below

Girl

  
by Jamaica Kincaid

Wash the white clothes on Monday and put them on the stone heap; wash the color clothes on Tuesday and put them on the clothesline to dry; don't walk barehead in the hot sun; cook pumpkin fritters in very hot sweet oil; soak your little cloths right after you take them off; when buying cotton to make yourself a nice blouse, be sure that it doesn't have gum on it, because that way it won't hold up well after a wash; soak salt fish overnight before you cook it; is it true that you sing benna in Sunday school?; always eat your food in such a way that it won't turn someone else's stomach; on Sundays try to walk like a lady and not like the slut you are so bent on becoming; don't sing benna in Sunday school; you mustn't speak to wharbfflies will follow you; but I don't sing benna on Sundays at all and never in Sunday school; this is how to sew on a button; this is how to make a button-hole for the button you have just sewed on; this is how to hem a dress when you see the hem coming down and so to prevent yourself from looking like the slut I know you are so bent on becoming; this is how you iron your father's khaki shirt so that it doesn't have a crease; this is how you iron your father's khaki pants so that they don't have a crease; this is how you grow okrbafar from the house, because okra tree harbors red ants; when you are growing dasheen, make sure it gets plenty of water or else it makes your throat itch when you are eating it; this is how you sweep a corner; this is how you sweep a whole house; this is how you sweep a yard; this is how you smile to someone you don't like too much; this is how you smile to someone you don't like at all; this is how you smile to someone you like completely; this is how you set a table for tea; this is how you set a table for dinner; this is how you set a table for dinner with an important guest; this is how you set a table for lunch; this is how you set a table for breakfast; this is how to behave in the presence of men who don't know you very well, and this way they won't recognize immediately the slut I have warned you against becoming; be sure to wash every day, even if it is with your own spit; don't squat down to play marbles you are not a boy, you know; don't pick people's flowers you might catch something; don't throw stones at blackbirds, because it might not be a blackbird at all; this is how to make a bread pudding; this is how to make doukona; this is how to make pepper pot; this is how to make a good medicine for a cold; this is how to make a good medicine to throw away a child before it even becomes a child; this is how to catch a fish; this is how to throw back a fish you don't like, and that way something bad won't fall on you; this is how to bully a man; this is how a man bullies you; this is how to love a man; and if this doesn't work there are other ways, and if they don't work don't feel too bad about giving up; this is how to spit up in the air if you feel like it, and this is how to move quick so that it doesn't fall on you; this is how to make ends meet; always squeeze bread to make sure it's fresh; but what if the baker won't let me feel the bread?; you mean to say that after all you are really going to be the kind of woman who the baker won't let near the bread?
  Name______________________________

“Girl” – In-Class Assignment Handout

Directions: Read the poem aloud in the group.  You may have to read it more than once for clarification.  After reading the poem, reflect on how Esperanza would write a similar poem if she had to describe her responsibilities as a girl in her family.  Refer back to the gender vignette in the novel to see what she says about gender.  After reflecting on this topic, individually create a poem about gender coming from the perspective of Esperanza.  The poem should be in a similar format as “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid, which you just read.  It should be no longer than ten lines and written below.  Don’t forget to turn this worksheet in at the end of class to receive credit.  If time remains, feel free to share your poem with the people in your group.    
My Hair 

Mencita Monoi Angel

Don’t you ever dare to cut my long hair 
It would just not be fair 
It does make me feel dressed 
And seems like a fluid caress 

Don’t you ever dare to steal my hair 
Having long braids of a pair 
Wavy cascades down the spine 
Think of drinking some lovely vine

Don’t you ever dare to pull my hair
Only if lost in real despair
Using all your tender fingertips 
On some sensual inviting hips

Don’t you ever dare to blow my hair 
Even so you can’t stop to stare
Snaky curls bustling around 
Look at them but keep to the ground 

Don’t you ever dare to touch my hair
If not being able to take care 
Colors and strands of hazelnut 
For sure it will never ever be cut 

Don’t you ever dare to comb my hair 
It’s as floating in the breezy air 
Fluid like a woven golden lace 
Lovely long and shiny embrace 

My hair dresses me nicely
My hair is my jewelry
My hair belongs only to me 


Name______________________________

My Hair Worksheet

Directions: Read the poem aloud in a group.  Discuss the poem and answer the questions together or individually.  Turn in your worksheet at the end of class.  

1.  What is the purpose of the poem?

2.  What metaphors/ similes are present in the poem?  List them below.

3.  What different descriptive words does the author use to describe her hair?

4.  What do you think hair means to the speaker of the poem?  Why do you think it might mean so much to them?

5.  How does this description of hair compare to Esperanza’s description of hair in The House on Mango Street?  

6.  How does hair represent a part of identity for both the speaker in this poem and Esperanza?   

Name___________________________________

Name Vignette Assignment 

Directions:  Using the resources that are available to you at this station (internet and name origin books) look up the origin of your name and what it means.  This should only take a couple minutes.  After gathering this information, write a personal vignette describing what your name means to you, similar to the way Esperanza did in The House on Mango Street.  You will also need to include the information that you found through your resources.  The vignette should be only a paragraph long and should be written below.  Please turn this paper in at the end of class to receive credit.    
