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Lesson Plan A- Silent Conversations

TITLE

Silent Conversations 

TIME

This lesson will be given over a 50 minute period
SETTING

Room 201

This lesson is taught to a moderate level Literature class consisting of twenty freshmen.  There are nine African American students, seven Caucasian students, two Latino/a students and one Asian American student.  The class also consists of two ESL students.  One student is bilingual, speaking both Spanish and English and the other student speaks Chinese and struggles with the English language.  There are also three students with special needs.  Two students have ADHD and the other student has progressive hearing loss.
OBJECTIVES

Students will take a reading quiz on the Catcher in the Rye.

Student will conduct a silent conversation on different topics covered in the assigned reading for the day.

Students will discuss the outcomes of their conversations within a large class discussion.

BACKGROUND

Prior to this lesson, the students have read up to page 87 in The Catcher in the Rye.  They are going to take their first reading quiz to assess their comprehension of the novel so far and whether they have read the assigned readings.  The assigned pages they were to read for this lesson, deal with many different themes that they will be discussing through the silent conversation activity.  

MATERIAL

Copies of the reading quiz

Handouts for the silent conversation activity (copies for every student)

The Catcher in the Rye book
PREPARATION
In order to prepare for this lesson, I have to create the reading quiz and make enough copies for each student.  I also need to make copies of the handout for the silent conversation activity.   
PROCEDURE

Attendance (I Minute)

Reading Quiz (20 Minutes)

· Tell the students to clear their desks and take out a pen or pencil for their reading quiz.

· Pass out the quiz.  Explain the directions to them and tell them they have 10- 15 minutes to complete the quiz.  Make sure that they put their name on the top of their papers and turn it over when they are done.

· After everyone has completed the quiz, tell them to switch with the person sitting next to them.

· Go over the correct answers together.  Have the students turn in the paper when we are done.

Silent Conversation Activity (20 Minutes)

· Tell the students to find a partner sitting near them.

· Tell them to decide who will be partner one and who will be partner two.

· Pass out the conversation slip handout.

· Explain to them that we will be doing a silent conversation activity.  Each partner has a little sheet of paper with a topic on it that deals with the reading from last night.  They will have to respond to that topic and pass their response to their partner.  After receiving their partner’s response to a different topic, they will respond back.  The silent conversation will continue with two different conversations going on about two different topics regarding the novel. 

· Tell the students they will have twenty minutes for their conversations, so they should continue switching until time is up.  Then we will discuss what everyone “talked” about.

Large Group Discussion (7 Minutes) 

· Ask the students to wrap up their silent conversations.
· Ask them what things they talked about within their silent conversation.
· Ask the students how Holden describes Phoebe in chapter ten?  What emotions evoke inside of Holden as he discusses his sister and the rest of his family?  How does the relationship with Phoebe help to define who Holden is as an individual?

· Ask them what they think the role of flashbacks and memories play in the novel.  Why do they think Holden often reminisces about past experiences with Jane?  What role does she play in his life?
· Ask a student to write responses on the board.

Wrap up (2 Minutes)
· Collect the silent conversations from every group.  

· Give students their assigned reading for tonight’s homework. (pages 88-113)
DISCUSSION IDEAS

During this lesson the following questions were asked for discussion.   

· How does Holden describes Phoebe in chapter ten?  

· What emotions evoke inside of Holden as he discusses his sister and the rest of his family?  

· How does the relationship with Phoebe help to define who Holden is as an individual?

· What do you think the role of flashbacks and memories play in the novel?

· Why do they think Holden often reminisces about past experiences with Jane?  

· What role does she play in his life?

BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATION
As an accommodation for my two ESL students, I will give them extension on the reading quiz.  They are able to complete as much of the quiz as possible during the given class time and then they are able to finish it after school or during a study hall.  While the rest of the students are helping to grade the quizzes in class, these students will be able to sit in the hall way and read the assigned homework for tomorrow to get a head start. 


During the silent conversation activity, I will put these students together as partners.  This way they will write and read responses close to the same pace, enabling them not to feel overwhelmed or feel that they have to rush to finish quickly.  During the discussion portion, I made sure to ask a student to write responses on the board.  This help for these students to not only hear the language orally but also visually as well.     
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS
As an accommodation for the two students with ADHD, I made sure to pair those students up with other students who tend to stay on task majority of the class period, during the “Silent Conversation” activity.  This will help them to see good behavior modeled during the activity, and will help to keep them on task as well.  


For the quiz, I will provide them with extra time, if they should need it.  They will be able to finish the quiz after school or during a study hall throughout the day.   

For the student who has progressive hearing loss, I made sure to have a student write down the student responses to the discussion on the board.  This enables her to not only get the information through the interpreter but to also see the responses visually as well. 


As an accommodation for the “Silent Conversation” activity, I made sure to not only give the directions orally.  The directions for the activity are also located at the top of the handout in order for her to be able to read them on her own as well.  
ASSESSMENT

The quiz is worth a total of ten points, one point for each question.  The quiz assesses whether the students have been reading the assigned readings and if they comprehend what they have read.  The quizzes are graded in class by their peers and then collected at the end in order for me to record them in my grade book.

The silent conversations will also be collected after the class period.  Although they will not be given a grade, I will be assessing the conversations to see what reactions the students are having to some of the main themes in the novel so far.  I will be looking to see how the students have tied these themes to the make-up of Holden’s identity.


I will also be informally assessing how well the “Silent Conversation” activity worked with the students, during the discussion portion of the lesson.  The responses recorded on the board will help me to see if this activity was effective in getting them to think about deeper themes within the novel.     
EXTENSION IDEAS
· Have the students conduct the silent conversations in larger groups, supplying many different topics.  They could conduct the conversations switching in a circular motion.
· Instead of having two different topics of conversation going, have two different pen pal letters going.  One set of letters could be from Holden and Phoebe and the other could be from Holden and Jane.  Then the students could share their different letters to the rest of the class. 
SOURCE OF ACTIVITY
Although most of this lesson was created by Ashley Hildebrandt, I would also like to thank Maya and Jason for helping to decide on the themes to discuss within the lesson.  I would also like to thank Professor Willis for the idea behind the “Silent Conversation” activity.  

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES
Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1991.  
ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS
1.C.4b- Explain and justify an interpretation of a text-

Throughout the “Silent Conversation” activity, the students write about different topics from The Catcher in the Rye.  Within these topics, they are explaining different aspects and themes within the novel.  Throughout the conversation they supply justification for their own ideas and opinions.    

2.B.4c- Discuss and evaluate motive, resulting behavior and consequences demonstrated in literature-

During the “Silent Conversation” Activity, the students are expected to evaluate different motives and behaviors of Holden that are demonstrated throughout the novel.  They “discuss” these elements and their significance to the novel with their partner.  After this activity is complete, we further discuss these elements in the novel through a whole class discussion, where the students get a chance to talk about what they wrote in their silent conversations.  

3.B.3a- Produce documents that convey a clear understanding an interpretation of ideas and information and display focus, organization, elaboration and coherence-
In order for the “Silent Conversation” activity to be successful, the students must write clearly and concisely throughout the written conversation.  They should demonstrate a clear understanding of the novel by not only providing explanation of the text but also their own insightful reflections on the given topics as well.  The conversations also need to be organized and full of elaboration in order to avoid any confusion and to make their ideas as clear as possible to their partners.     
REFLECTION
The overall planning of this lesson went well.  I think that going over the quiz and grading it together in class is more effective than grading it on my own.  This instructional approach provides explanation and clarification of the novel right away, if any students seem to be struggling.  I also think that it is good to often review what was previously read and this is a great way to do such an activity.  


I really like the idea of the silent conversation.  I believe that it is hard for some people to express all their thoughts and opinions about a novel orally within a large class discussion.  This activity enables those students to be able to express their ideas in writing.  They are able to relax and take time to think about what they want to say.  Providing them with topics is to get them started, in the end I hope that they discuss more than just the given topics on the handout.  


The only thing I might change in the future is making the silent conversations occur in larger groups.  This way there are more opinions and ideas circulating through the different conversations.  In this case, I would also supply more topics on the handout because talking about only two topics in a bigger group could end up becoming redundant and therefore boring.
*Copy of the quiz and handout are below.

Name____________________________________

The Catcher in the Rye- Reading Quiz

Directions:  Read and answer each of the ten questions.  Write your answer on the space provided.  The quiz is worth a total of ten points.  

1.  What is the name of the school that Holden gets kicked out of in the beginning of the story? (1 point)

Answer: _____________________________________

2.  What did Allie, Holden’s bother, die from? (1point)

Answer: _____________________________________
3.  What did Holden buy during his team’s trip to New York? (1 point)  

Answer: _____________________________________

4.  Where does Holden go after leaving school? (City Name) (1 point)   

Answer: _____________________________________

5.  What topic did Holden write Stradlater’s descriptive paper on? (1 point) 

Answer: _____________________________________

6.  Write two words that describe Stradlater, Holden’s roommate. (1 point)

Answer: _____________________________________

7.  Why does Holden find Ackley extremely annoying? (1 point)

Answer: _____________________________________

8.  Who is Jane Gallagher? (1 point)

Answer: _____________________________________

9.  What city does Holden go to after leaving school? (1 point)  

Answer: _____________________________________

10.  Holden often wonders about the fate of what animal?  (1 point)  

Answer: _____________________________________

  Name___________________________________

Silent Conversation Topics

Directions:  With your partner, decide on who will be partner one and who will be partner two.  After deciding, get out a piece of paper and start a conversation reflecting on some of the assigned questions under your section.  Switch with your partner and respond to what they have written.  Keep the conversation going until time is up.  Feel free to refer to direct passages and page numbers within the novel, if you feel you need to.  

Partner One:

How does Holden describe his sister Phoebe in chapter ten?  What kind of relationship does he seem to have with her?  What do you think the significance of this relationship is to the rest of the novel?  What emotions evoke inside of Holden when he thinks of his parents, his brothers and his sister?  How does his family relationships shape who he is?  

Partner Two:

Flashbacks and memories appear often within the novel.  Why do you think that Holden reminisces so much about the past?  What does this say about Holden as an individual?  Why do you think that Holden often thinks about Jane and their past together?  What role does she seem to play in his life?    
