The Catcher in the Rye Comparison Activity

Directions:  Between you and partner, decide who will do a close reading of Holden’s interaction with Sunny, and who will do a close reading of his interaction with the nuns.  Answer these questions to help guide the reading of your selected passage.  

1. How does Holden feel about meeting the character? Reluctant? Fearful? 

Embarrassed? Nervous? Use an excerpt from the text to support your answer:

2. Does Holden describe the character’s physical traits? List the adjectives or description here:

3. Does the character want something from Holden? If so, what? Does she get want they

wanted?

4. Does Holden give anything to the character(s)? If so, what are his feelings about doing so? Use an excerpt from the text to support your answer.

5. Does Holden think about how the character acts when she is not “on-duty?” Does he make any comments about her behavior and how it relates to her “job?” Use excerpts from the text.

6. Does Holden have any regrets after meeting the character? How does he feel about his behavior during their meeting? Use excerpts from the text.

7. How would you judge Holden’s experience with this character? Was it successful? Did he make a connection?
