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Lesson Plan A- Writer’s Workshop- Brainstorming

TITLE

Writer’s Workshop- Brainstorming

TIME

This lesson plan will be given over a 50 minute period.

SETTING

Room 201

This lesson is taught to a moderate level Literature class consisting of twenty freshmen.  There are nine African American students, seven Caucasian students, two Latino/a students and one Asian American student.  The class also consists of two ESL students.  One student is bilingual, speaking both Spanish and English and the other student speaks Chinese and struggles with the English language.  There are also three students with special needs.  Two students have ADHD and the other student has progressive hearing loss. 

OBJECTIVES

Students will listen and receive information for their next paper assignment.

Students will practice the steps of brainstorming through the handout they receive.  

Students will brainstorm potential ideas for their paper after receiving possible paper topics they could write on.

BACKGROUND

Up to this point in the lesson, the students have pretty much completed the unit on identity.  They have read both The House on Mango Street and The Catcher in the Rye, along with exploring accompanying short stories and poems.  The students are given a paper assignment during this lesson to tie the whole unit together.  They will have to take into consideration all of the information they have learned through the books about identity to be able to complete the given paper topics correctly.  This lesson is the first lesson that starts the writing workshop week. 
MATERIALS

Paper Assignment with accompanying rubric (enough copies for the whole class)

Brainstorming Handout (enough copies for the whole class)

The House on Mango Street novel

The Catcher in the Rye novel

PREPARATION

In order to prepare for this lesson, I will make sure to copy the paper assignment handout, rubric and brainstorming handout for every student in the class.  I will also make sure to tell the students the day before the lesson to bring both The House on Mango Street and The Catcher in the Rye books to class.

PROCEDURE

Attendance (1 Minute)
Introduce Paper Topics and Assignment (15 Minutes)
· Pass out the paper handout along with accompanying rubric to the students. 
· Read the beginning introduction out loud to the class.  Reiterate orally.
· Ask for a volunteer to read the given topic. Explain orally.

· Tell the students the manner in which the paper has to be written.  It is more of a reflective paper that incorporates their own ideas along with information from materials we have read in class.

· Explain the format and what is expected.

· Inform them that we will be having this whole week as a writer’s workshop.  They will be given lessons on brainstorming, introductions, body paragraphs, conclusions and the last day will be a peer edit day.  The paper will be due the following Monday.  

· Go over the rubric and the different categories that will be expected of them.

· Ask if there are any questions as of right now.

· Tell them that to start off the work shop we will be learning about ways to brainstorm.  They can put these paper assignments aside, until later when they will need to refer back to them.    

Brainstorming Handout (20 Minutes)

· Pass out the handout to every student

· Ask for a volunteer to read the first paragraph

· After they are done reading explain to them that throughout their school career they will be given many different topics to write on.  Some topics may be easier for them than others.  When they come across these harder topics the best way to approach them is by brainstorming before writing.

· Then read the next paragraph.  After reading, tell the students that we will use this example to go through the brainstorming process.

· Ask for a volunteer to read tip number one.  After they are done reading, ask them if anyone has ever tried this activity before writing before.  Did it help to get ideas out?  Did it help to start their paper?  Make sure to stress that it is important to write down every idea that they have, don’t hesitate.

· Ask for a volunteer to read tip number two.  After they are done reading explain to them that it doesn’t matter if they think the ideas are good or bad, just get them all down.  Stress to them that they don’t have to use all of them if they choose not to.  

· Ask for a volunteer to read tip number three.  After they are done reading, ask the class if anyone has a certain way that they like to organize their ideas.  Ask them to share their certain ways. (Write these ideas on the board).  Ask if anyone has used the clustering method before?  Did it help them to show how their ideas related to one another?

· Draw their attention to the example on the next page.  Do they see how the words surrounding the circles are related to the words that are inside the circles?  

· Ask them for the next few minutes to brainstorm about their favorite activities in the remaining space on the sheet.  Tell them to organize and write down their information any way that they feel comfortable doing.  While they are doing this walk around to see what they are coming up with.

· After the few minutes, ask if anyone would like to share what they came up with.

Writing Activity (12 Minutes)

· Tell the students to look over the paper topic on the assignment handout they were given.  Give them a few minutes to read them over again.

· Tell them to pick a question that they might be interested into focus on in their paper.

· Tell them that for the remainder of the period, they can look through their books, poems or short stories we have read in class to brainstorm ideas that they could use for their papers.  They should use one of the methods we discussed today such as clustering, in order to help them organize their ideas.

· Ask if anyone has any questions, before they get started

· Walk around the room as the students are working, stop and help if someone seems to be struggling.  

Wrap Up (2 Minutes)

· Tell the students that for their homework, they need to come to class tomorrow with one of the topics they have chosen to write on after brainstorming their ideas.
DISCUSSION IDEAS

· The following questions are asked and discussed throughout the lesson.

· Has anyone used tip number one as a way to write down their ideas for a paper?  Did it help to get ideas out?  Did it help to start your paper?
· Does anyone have a certain way that they like to organize their ideas before they start their paper?  Has anyone used the clustering method to help them?  What other methods have they used?

· Did this help to show relation to your ideas?

· Look at the clustering map; do you see how the inner circles are related to the outer circles?  Do you think this is an effective way to show relationship?

BILINGUIAL/ESL AND DIALECT ACCOMMODATIONS

Instead of just discussing the different tips of brainstorming, I decided to make it into a handout in order to accommodate my two ESL students.  This handout will help them not only to listen to the discussion and different things that their classmates are saying but also be able to go back to the handout and read over the tips at their own pace.  


I also have decided to provide them with an extension on their paper, if they need it.  I will be sure to work with them during these writing workshop days in order to help them with their spelling and sentence structure.  Although I will be looking at their grammar while grading their papers, I will be grading more on their progress than how many errors they have.  I want them to concentrate more on content on their own and spend time working with me for grammar concerns they may have.
SPECIAL EDUCATION ACCOMMODATIONS

Due to this lesson consisting of a lot of seat work, I will be sure to let the two students with ADHD the schedule for the day before class starts.  This will be able to prepare them mentally for what is expected of them throughout the lesson.  If I see them getting restless during the brainstorming activity, I would ask one of them to write the students responses on the board.  This will enable them to get out of their seat and be more active.  I will also be sure to make them aware that their “cool off pass” is available at anytime, if they feel they need it.


Due to it being difficult for them to get started on activities, it may be hard for them to think of ways to start brainstorming, even after the explanation of the handout.  In order to give them plenty of ideas, I listed the ideas that other students have used to help get them started and organize their thoughts and ideas, which they shared during the discussion.  They will be able to refer to this list whenever they need to.


The student with progressive hearing loss is accompanied by an interpreter as an everyday accommodation.  As an accommodation for this lesson, I made sure to make the brainstorming tips into a handout.  This avoids the lesson from being strictly an oral discussion and provides written material that she is able to read.  I also made sure to write down the list of ideas that the students give in order for her to be able to not only see it from the interpreter but see it on the board as well.  


I will also make myself available before and after school for all of these students, so I will be able to provide them extra help with their papers.  If they feel that they need an extension, I can provide them with that as well.
ASSESSMENT

During the “brainstorming handout” and “writing” activities, I will be informally assessing my students’ abilities to start brainstorming for a paper.  I will be listening to their ideas and responses to the handout, to see exactly how they go about starting a paper.  I will also be walking around while they are brainstorming for their paper topics.  I will be looking to see the different ways they organize their ideas and if these ideas are starting to show relation to one another.  I will be assessing if any of them chose to use the things we discussed while going over the handout.  The next day, I will collect their brainstorming papers to see if anyone seems to be struggling and needs extra help.  I will not give them a grade for this because I don’t want them to see brainstorming as a “formal” activity.  It is strictly for them to start thinking about what they might include in their papers.


The papers will be worth a total of 100 points.  The students will be assessed on whether they included at least two texts we have read in class with examples from each.  They also need to include their own personal experiences that help to answer what makes them who they are.  The information being taught over the course of the writer’s workshop will also be expected to be implemented within the papers, such as effective introductions, conclusions, body paragraphs and proof of peer editing.  I will also be assessing their use of correct grammar and formatting of the paper.  A copy of the rubric that I will be using to grade them on is attached.   

EXTENSION IDEAS

· Have students work in groups instead of individually when doing the brainstorming activity on the handout.
· Incorporate graphic organizers or other tools the students can use instead of just clustering.

· Have students get into small groups and discuss possible ideas they could write about under each given paper topic.  Then come together as a whole class and create a big list.  This might help them before they start to brainstorm on their own.

SOURCE OF ACTIVITY

Although most of this activity was created in-house by Ashley Hildebrandt, I would also like to thank Maya Radovanovic and Jason Ziols who helped to create the handout and rubric for the paper assignment.  I would also like to thank Alice Lee for providing me with her brainstorming handout.  

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

Alice Lee, Jefferson Middle School English Teacher- Provided Brainstorming Handout

ILLINOIS STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS AND LEARNING STANDARDS

4.A.4b- Apply listening skills in practical settings (e.g. classroom note taking, interpersonal conflict situations, giving and receiving directions, evaluating persuasive messages)- 

The students will have to attentively listen to the directions given during the explanation of the paper assignment.  They will also have to apply their listening skills during the brainstorming handout activity, in order to be able to complete the favorite things activity that comes at the end of the handout.  

3.B.3a- Produce documents that convey a clear understanding and interpretation of ideas and information and display focus, organizations, elaboration and coherence-

In both the “brainstorming” and “writing” activities, the students are expected to produce written brainstorming ideas.  They are to use some type of graphic organizer, such as clustering, in order to express their ideas and their relation to one another.  This activity enables them to show how they organize and display focus on ideas that they could eventually use within their final papers.
REFLECTION

I feel that the planning of this lesson went well.  I really liked how I started off with explaining the paper assignment and then moving into the brainstorming handout.  I think it is effective that the brainstorming handout provides an activity with some information that they could potentially include in their papers.  I think it is important however, to teach them the basic steps of brainstorming and then move into them applying it to their papers.  This is why I chose for them to do the writing activity after they practiced brainstorming on a fun topic and didn’t mention right away that they could possibly use this information later.  I wanted them to get the procedure down and not concentrate too hard on ideas for their papers right away.

I like the writer’s workshop idea for the week.  I think that it really helps to prevent students from getting overwhelmed.  They can write their papers one step at a time, with me there to help them if they need it.  I am there during this time to provide them with any answers to questions they may have or clarification on certain aspects that they may need.  I feel that by teaching them the writing process in this way, they will produce better papers in the end because they took it one step at a time.
*Copies of brainstorming handout, paper assignment handout and rubric are below.

 What should I say?

For writing assignments in school, you will often be given a topic to write about.  However, you will have to decide what to say about that topic.  You may need to choose from lots of possibilities and then focus your choice so that your essay covers the assigned topic.  Sometimes, it can be hard to decide where to begin.

Brainstorming

Imagine that you’ve been given the following prompt.


Most teenagers have activities that they enjoy doing in their spare time.

Write a letter to a pen pal telling about the activity you most enjoy in your spare time and why you enjoy it.  Be sure to write about your ideas in detail.

You probably like to do more than one type of activity in your spare time.  You probably have more than one reason for liking each activity.  How can you decide exactly what to write about?

Tip 1- Brainstorming helps you generate ideas about a topic.

When you brainstorm, you write down every idea that pops into your mind about a topic.  Good ideas, bad idea, funny ideas, stupid ideas- write them all down as soon as you think of them.  The important thing is to get as many ideas down on the paper as fast as you can.

Tip 2- You don’t have to use every idea that you write down. 

When you’re brainstorming, don’t judge your ideas, just write them down.  You want ideas of all kinds.  You probably won’t use them all, but you can decide later which ones to keep and which ones to throw away.

Tip 3- Brainstorming doesn’t have to be neat.

You can brainstorm your ideas in the form of a list, or you can simply write all over that page.  Many students find it useful to use a clustering method because it allows them to show how their ideas are related to each other.  
If you were brainstorming about your favorite spare-time activity, your cluster might look something like the one below.
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In this “brainstorm,” the writer listed several favorite spare-time activities, even though the assignment is to tell about only one activity.  Brainstorming helps the writer gather ideas.  Then he or she can narrow down a whole universe of possibilities into a few good ones.
In the space below, brainstorm about your favorite spare-time activity.

Identity Unit Paper 

For the final evaluation for the identity unit, I am asking you to combine everything we have talked about in the last eight weeks into a well developed paper. This paper will mainly deal with your own identity development, but you will be asked to tie your experience to at least two texts we have read during this unit. 

TOPIC:  What makes us who we are? How is our identity developed? How have history and our past experiences made us who we are today? What experiences have you had that are similar to the ones presented in the readings for this unit? 

In your paper, explore the question of what makes us who we are in a reflective and insightful manner.  We will have four writing workshop days which will include lessons on brainstorming, introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions, so don’t be too concerned about this assignment. 

FORMAT: 4 full pages, 12 point Time New Roman font, 1” margins, a separate title page 

DUE DATE: Monday, January something 

GRADING: I will grade your papers based on the following rubric 

Identity Unit Paper Rubric

Categories 

Paper contains references from two texts along with specific examples from each.______/ 20
· The student has tied in their own experiences to at least two texts we have read during this unit.  They have provided examples from each text and presented them throughout the paper in a meaningful and insightful manner.

Paper contains references to personal experiences______/20
· The student uses personal experiences, events or people that are a part of their life to help demonstrate what makes them who they are as an individual.

· Their ideas are presented clearly and in an organized way.

· They all show relation to their main thesis.  
Presence of Introduction and Conclusion______/10

· The student has provided an effective introduction and conclusion within their paper.  They have clearly demonstrated what they learned throughout the workshop by implementing it within these two paragraphs.  

· The introduction provides an attention getting statement along with a strong thesis for the paper.

· The conclusion effectively wraps up the paper and provides closing thoughts. 

Presence of Body Paragraphs (At least Four)_____/40
· Paragraph One______/10

· Paragraph includes a main topic sentence.

· Main topic sentence relates to the thesis.

· Coherence is present throughout the entire paragraph. 

· Paragraph Two______/10

· Paragraph includes a main topic sentence.

· Main topic sentence relates to the thesis.

· Paragraph displays unity.

· Paragraph Three______/10

· Paragraph includes a main topic sentence.

· Main topic sentence relates to the thesis.

· Paragraph displays unity. 
· Paragraph Four______/10

· Paragraph includes a main topic sentence.

· Main topic sentence relates to the thesis.

· Paragraph displays unity. 
Grammar______/5

· The paper contains very few grammar mistakes and sentence structure is correct and organized effectively.   
Proof of Editing______/2
· The paper clearly demonstrates that the student took time to edit and make changes from their original rough draft.

Format______/3
· The paper is written in Time New Roman font with 1” margin.

· It is the required 4 full pages and contains a separate title page.

TOTAL: _________/100 points

